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TO SIR JOHN WALSHAM, BART. 



Sol, 

In these days, when secular education 
is likely to be carried to the most unlimited extent, 
I am thankful for the opportunity you have so 
kindly afforded me, of bearing testimony to the en- 
couragement you have always given to the Chaplains 
appointed to superintend the religious instruction of 
the poor. 

During the sixteen years I was one of those 
Chaplains, especially appointed by the Poor Law 
Commissioners, I received from you every counte- 
nance* and support. This makes me anxious to put 
forth this little memorial of our past connexion. 



IV ADDEE8S. 

in the hope that some future good, as yet unknown, 
may be realized by many. In this good wish I am 
sure that you will join with. 

Sir, 
Your grateful and humble Servant, 

EICHAED COBBOLD. 
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THE BELIEF. 



Bafor nf Mtmu ml f urtji : 

Ini in 9BS113 dJjiriat jiin nnlii $m nnr f mi, 

^jin mas lamm^ hq tjit lali|: (0|ia!it, 

38orn nf tin f irgin Ifinq, 

I'ttffBriii nnhr ^nntins ^ilnte, 

V6m trntiftfi, irenJr, nnh hrifi, 

li iMnnhi intn IBrll : 

€|ii tjiirh ki( Bb rnsf ngnin ftnm tjie hA 

li amnltii intn lianjn, 

<ani sittftji nn tjrj tigjit jmni nf (0nli, 
t|if ^l^ntjiir Slmigjitii ; 

^nm tirratf 1b sjinU rnniB tn jnirgt tlpf ijnitk 
nnh tJFB hnJt. 

3 hlirat in tjiB Inlij <0|niit, 

€^B lnli( Cntjrnlit Clinrilr, 

'^In Cnmmnninn nf ^ninte, 

€ju /nrginBMHa nf lins, 

€|i EiBttnettinn nf tire ^Sninj, 

%ul th lifif milastiti^. 



INTEODUCTION. 



My Deab Childben, 

I DESiKE to write you a Book 

that may be easy for you to read and to remember, 

without being intended as a class book, and yet to 

be so instructive that you may love it. Though I 

am no longer your Chaplain, yet coming, as you 

do, before the congregation of the Church, and 

repeating with me every Sabbath day, that form of 

Belief which you have been taught, I would wish 

to impress upon your young minds the import 

thereof, that, when I can no longer repeat it with 

you, you may still bear in mind the affectionate 

solicitude of one who wishes you most heartily to 

love that which you believe, and keep it to your 

lives' end. 

1 



X INTEODTJCTION. 

For this purpose I have chosen the words of 
that Belief for a series of Letters to you: I hope, 
hy God's grace, to make those letters so simple and 
easy, that you may love them. Be always attentive 
to your instructors; and when you wish more par- 
ticularly to know how, and what, you are to believe 
and hold fast, then read these Letters, and compare 
them with the Scripture — for they are written for 
your edification by. 

Your affectionate Friend, 



KICHARD COBBOLD. 

Sixteen years Honorary Chaplain 
to the Hartiimere Unionf Suffolk. 



Rectory, Wohtham, Diss, 
Jan. \8tj 1855. 
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LETTER I. 



My Dear Childeen, 

I TAKE the first words of The Belief 
which you are taught. You say, 

** I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth.** 

Now, I hope you do believe, that is, assent to, the 
truth, ia your little hearts, that God the Father 
Almighty is the Maker of heaven and earth. You 
may ask me, upon what grounds you are to believe 
this ? I will tell you upon what grounds I believe 
it, and upon the same grounds I would have you 
believe. 

In the first place, we read in the very first words 
of Scripture, that is, in the Bible : ^^ In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth** ITow, to create 
a thing must be to make it; therefore God, my dear 
children, is the Maker of heaven and earth. You say 
also that He is the Father Almighty. If He made all 
things in heaven and earth. He must be the Author 
or origin of all things ; and it is impossible to conceive 
Him to be otherwise than Almighty, because He must 
have had power to make all things ; and power is might. 
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therefore is He Almighty. But the term "Father " is one 
of affectionate endearance ; and it is here mentioned on 
purpose that we may believe that the Almighty Creator 
of all things in heaven and earth, is also a Father ; and 
if a Father, that He has a Son; which consideration 
must be the subject of another letter. 

But in reference to Him as. your Father, you will 
find, in Deuteronomy, chap, xxxii, ver. 6, that Moses 
said, *' Do ye thus requite the Lord, foolish people and 
unwise ? Is not He thy Father that bought thee ? JSdth 
He not made thee, and established thee} " And the prophet 
Malachi says, chap, ii, ver. 10 : " Ha/oe toe not all one 
Father ? hath not one God created us ? " — So you see, my 
dear children, that the prophet in this short question 
at once declares that God who created us is our 
Father, 

I have no doubt He is your Father, my dear children, 
as well as mine ; and that we believe in Him as such. 
Only let us, as his children, love one another. 

As God who made us and all things which our eyes 
can see — as He made the light, the sun, moon, stars, 
trees, shrubs, plants, the mountains and hills, rivers 
and streams, the sea and all that is therein ; the winds 
and the Vaves, the great animals, and the little flies, 
the wild animals and the tame ones — and as there is 
nothing made that is not made by Him, let us, my 
dear children, while we look upon these things as His 
creatures, remember that He is our Creator and our 
Father, and that we are superior to all other creatures, 
only because we know this. Oh ! never let us forget 
this, but every day think of Him, and love Him, as 
our Creator and our Father. If He were to withhold 
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the rain and the fruitful seasons we should all perish. 
But we are assured that seed time and harvest shall 
continue unto the end of the world. 

let us, therefore, rejoice in Him for these 
hlessings, and seek to serve Him with holy love all 
the days of our life, praying always to Him, confiding 
always in Him, walking with Him as our Dear Father, 
worshipping and adoring Him, and keeping His com- 
mandments. 

That God may give you grace so to do, is the 
prayer of 

Your affectionate Friend, 



xt. C. 



Father above ! hear our prayer, 
And let us all Thy mercies share : 
That we may ever faithful prove, 
The grateful children of Thy love. 



lis nnltf #in, dot £ori 



LETTEE II. 



Mt Deab Children, 

The next portion of our Belief embraces 
a wide and extensive field of divinity. We have 
expressed our belief in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. "We come now to the 
next part, namely, our belief in Jesus Christ : — 

" And in Jems Christ, His only Son, our 
Lordr 

Here, my dear children, is a declaration that Jesus 
Christ is the Father's only Son, and our Lord; 
that is, equally our God. This I will undertake to 
prove to you from the word of God contained in your 
Bibles. My telling you that it is so, and teaching you 
to repeat a form of words to this effect, would be of 
very little avail, unless I could give you some better 
proof that it is so than my own mere assertion. 
When I was your age, I was taught the same form of 
Belief, and had to say it as you have, from memory : 
but I wanted to know, as you may one day do, the 
grounds upon which I was to believe what I was 
taught. I found that God had Himself spoken to us 
all from heaven, by his Holy Spirit, in that Book 
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called the Revelation of Orod to man— -the Bible ; and I 
received that Book, as I hope you will receive it, as 
the authority for your belief. For flesh and blood 
hath not revealed that Book to us, nor told us that 
Jesus Christ is the only Son of . God, and our Lord, but 
that very Heavenly Father, who, by His Holy Spirit, 
has caused the Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
comfort. 

Now, my dear children, in our present state of exist- 
ence we can form but a very imperfect idea of the 
nature of the only Son of God before He came, as 
Jesus Christ, into our world. In fact, my dear chil- 
dren, God being a spirit, and we only creatures of 
His formation, and not able with our natural eyes to 
see Him, we can only discern spiritual things by the 
help of His Holy Spirit, and these are only to be 
discerned by thought upon that which He has con- 
descended to reveal to us concerning Himself. 

!N'ow I should have been in darkness concerning 
Jesus Christ, as the only begotten Son of God, existing 
before the world, and the very Being by whom all 
things were made, if St. John the Evangelist and the 
beloved disciple of Jesus, had not, in the beginning 
of his Gospel, unfolded to me this truth. Look, my 
dear children, at the 1st chapter of St. John's Gt)spel. 
Bead the few first verses, and you will discover this 
wonderful doctrine revealed to us : "In the beginning 
was the "Word, and the Word was with Gt)d, and the 
Word was God." 

The Evangelist says, in the 14th verse of the same 
chapter, that " The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
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only begotten of the Father,) fuU of grace and 
truth:' 

Here, you see, He is expressly called *' The only 
begotten of the Father. 

But that this Being, this Word of God, was Jesus 
Christ, the Evangelist shows us that John the Baptist, 
the forerunner of Jesus, declared Him to be such, 
saying : " This was He of whom I spake. He that 
Cometh after me, is preferred before me : for He was 
before me." "And of His fulness have aU we 
received, and grace for grace." "For the law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth come by Jesus 
Christ." 

So, my dear children, you may very safely say, 
*'You believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord." 

I do not intend in this letter to expatiate further 
upon this subject. I only hope that you believe this 
heartily and hoHly, and that you will never turn away 
fipom this belief. As our Lord declared, in confirma- 
tion of this very doctrine, " The "Word became flesh." 
"He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him." (John vi, 56.) How 
necessary is it for us to eat the Word of God with our 
spirits, that we may be spiritual, and live in God. 
" As the living Father hath sent me, and I Hve by the 
Father : so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me." (John vi, 57.) 

Do not you, my dear children, as the unbelieving 
disciples did, say in your little hearts, " This is a hard 
sa/ging, who can hear it f " for Gk)d has not given you 
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\ 

a heart of unbelief, that you should not love Him 
but taste, and see how gracious He is, even in per- 
mitting me to write these letters to you. 

We read (John vi, 66 — 69), that " Prom that time 
many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 
with Him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye 
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered Him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou 
art that Christ, the Son of the living Grod." 

Be ye assured of the same, my dear children, and 
worship and adore Him, and read aU you can about 
Him, and think of Him, and love Him, and be sure 
that He sees you and loves you. I am thankful that 
He permits me to love you, and to sign myself. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

xt. C 

Son of God, who liv*st on high, 
£temal in Thy majesty. 
With grateful hearts we bend to Thee, 
As Thou from sin hast made us free. 



W^u mas tmim^ ^ tlie Balq (0jinst. 
aSnrtt nf tjif Virgin 3^ori(. 



LETTER III. 



My Deak Childeen, 

The next subject of our belief is, that 
Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost. The 
term "Ghost" means Spirit; and the Holy Ghost 
means the Holy Spirit. 

I must' tell you, that the first man, Adam, was the 
work of God's hand ; and the conception of the first 
man, though he was afterwards formed of the dust of 
the ground, was resolved upon, and conceived by the 
Eternal God before he was created. For if you turn to 
the 1st chapter of Genesis, you will see in the 26th verse 
that God is represented as saying, " Let us make man in 
our image ^ after our likeness,*^ Now, my dear chil- 
dren, to whom do you think God spake these words ? 
Could it be to creatures which He himself had made, 
such as the angels, or ministering spirits before Him ? 
This would be to suppose that He was not sufficient in 
Himself, or of Himself, to make man, and, consequently, 
that He required the aid or help of an inferior being to 
form a creature in His own image. This surely, my 
dear children, would detract from His almighty power. 
But He evidently said it to a Being with whom He was 
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intimately united in thought, word, and deed. And 
who could that be but His only begotten Son, by 
whom He spake, and the Holy Ghost, by whom He 
breathed into the nostrils of man the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul ? 

" So God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God created He him." Before man's fall 
he was a perfectly good creature, with a mind full 
of light, life, love, and holiness. He had no darkness 
in him, no fear, no evil; and this, simply because 
he was unconscious of disobedience. He did not offend 
his Maker, because he was innocent. But after he 
disobeyed God, he lost the innocence of his mind. 
The imAge of God became darkened by reason of the 
desires of sin ; and, once tasting of the forbidden fruit, 
he became a fearful, timid, shameful creature, doomed 
to everlasting destruction. He was to drag on a life 
of sorrow ; to live by the sweat of his brow ; and 
the earth was cursed for his sake. Tou wUl foid all 
this revealed to you, my dear children, in the 3rd 
chapter of Genesis. 

But you will there find a promise, made in God's 
mercy, that ^Hhe seed of the woman should hrutse the 
serpent's headP And this was the first promise that 
the wrath of God should be revealed firom heaven 
against all ungodliness, which was afterwards made 
more clear, and clear, by the more full revelation of 
God's intention. Pirst, in the Patriarchal Age, by 
Abraham offering up Isaac ; secondly, by the eiqpress 
declarations of the prophets: "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel." (Isa. vii, 14.) And then by the annun* 
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ciation to the Virgin " of the coming of Jesus, or the 
conception of Him by the Holy Ghost in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary." 

You will find, if you turn to the Ist chapter of St. 
Luke's Gospel, and begin at the 26th verse, how God 
chose to reveal this great secret, or mystery, which 
he had kept from the foundation of the world. 

"In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of Galilee, named I^azareth, 
to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David ; and the Virgin's name was 
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said. 
Hail, thou art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee : 
Blessed art thou among women. And when she saw 
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what maimer of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said unto her, Eear not, Mary : for thou 
hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt caU his name Jesus. He shaU be great, and 
shaU be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shaU give unto Him the throne of His 
father David: and He shaU reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end." 

And the angel explained how this should come to 
pass, in these words: ''The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee : therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son of God." 
" All this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord, by the prophet, saying. 
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Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shaU call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.*' 

But how was Jesus bom ? Did He choose to come 
upon earth to be bom of a stately princess, in all 
the grandeur of regal glory ? I^o, my dear children, 
He was bom of a poor, but virtuous woman. Joseph, 
the husband espoused to Mary, as we read, was a 
good man, and he had been told that Mary should 
have a son; and it was expressly said to him — 
"That which is conceived in her, is of the Holy 
Ghost. And she shaU bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt caU His name Jesus, for He shall save His people 
jfrom their sins." (Matt, i, 20, 21.) 

Now, you are His people, and if, my dear children, 
you believe this which I refer you to, as contained 
in the Scriptures of God, you shall be saved from 
your sins. You shall escape from them, and of 
course from the punishment of them, not only here, 
but hereafter ; for to believe in this " Je%u% " of whom 
I write unto you, is to know that God gives you 
eternal life in Him. • 

I shall write you another letter concerning His 
birth — ^how it was? And I hope this letter is not 
too long or tedious to you, but that you wiU accept 
it as a token of love from. 

Your affectionate Priend, 

B*. C. 

Lord Jesus, of the Virgin bom, 
Be ours in childhood's early mom ; 
That we, conceived in sin, may be 
Be-bom, most holy Lord, in Thee. 



LETTEB IT. 



Mt Deab Chilbben, 

In my last letter, I spoke to you of 
the miraculoas conception of Jesus by the Holy 
Ghost. If you will only look and see how we know 
these things from the Scriptures themselves, you wiU 
have the same proof of them that we have. And 
though we may be, as we ought to be, a little more 
acquainted both with this world and its sins than you 
are, yet we have to rejoice with you, and you with 
us, in the same salvation. I have to write to you 
now concerning the birth of Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus was bom, it was not in a palace ; 
though He was bom of the royal line of David, yet 
the descendants of David had become poor; and 
Joseph and Mary, though honest, good people, were 
not of such consequence as to find a room for their 
reception in the public inn. 

For we read, in Luke ii, 4 — 7, that " Joseph went 

up &om Galilee^ out of the city of Nazareth into 

Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem ; (because he was of the house and .lineage 

of David :) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
2 
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being great with cliild. And so it was, that, while 
they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her 
first-bom Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger ; because there was no room 
for them in the inn." 

What must His mother, and her husband Joseph, 
have thought, knowing, as they both did, that the 
birth of Jesus was the birth of the Holy Son of 
God — the Messiah, the Saviour of mankind — ^when 
they found that He had no Ibetter cradle than a 
manger? Mary had exultingly said, whilst she 
rejoiced in the prospect of God's mercy to His people, 
" My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaiden : for, behold, &om hence- 
forth, all generations shall call me blessed," etc. '* He 
hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy ; as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and 
to his seed for ever." (Luke i, 46 — 66.) 

Tet here we see Jesus, bom in a stable, and laid in 
a manger. God regards always the poor, especially 
when they conduct themselves humbly before Him. 
He exalts, and He puts down ; He makes rich, and 
He makes poor ; but it is that we should all rejoice 
and be thankful — the rich, that he is brought low — 
and the poor, that he is exalted. And this rejoicing 
should be in the Lord, who gives wisdom to the 
lowly, that he may bear exaltation; and wisdom to 
the rich whom He brings low, on purpose that he 
may exalt the Lord his Qod in his heart. Do not, 
my dear children, imagine that you are despised of 
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Gh)d, because you are poor Union children. Scarcely 
is there one of you who had not a better place to be 
bom in than Jesus had. If, therefore, you love the 
Lord Jesus in your little hearts, you will feel that, if 
He did not mind being poor for your sakes, you should 
not mind being poor for Bis sake, but be good children, 
and industrious, and mind the good instruction given 
you, that you may one day see that Jesus in glory. 

Though Jesus was but little thought of in the inn, 
He was not forgotten of His Heavenly Father, who 
revealed His birth to the shepherds, who were keeping 
their flocks by night in the fields. " The glory of the 
Lord shone round about them, and they were afraid. 
And the angel said unto them. Fear not : for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
aU people. For unto you is bom this day in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 
this shall be a sign unto you : Ye shall And the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising Qtod, and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men." (Luke ii, 9 — 14.) 

Thus, my dear children, God announced the birth of 
His blessed Son into this world, in a glorious manner, 
to the shepherds, who went into the city of Bethlehem 
immediately, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. They soon noised it abroad, 
to the wonder of all who heard it. 

But God did not only reveal the fact of His Son's 
birth as Xing of the Jews, the promised Son of 
David, the Saviour, to the poor shepherds, but the 
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expectation of all nations was come. We read in 
Matthew, chap, ii : " Now when Jesus was bom in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is bom King 
of the Jews ? for we have seen His star in the east, 
and are come to worship Him." Gk>d conducted 
them by a star (which they rejoiced to see again at 
Jerusalem) to the very spot where the young child 
was. 

And these great men actually fell down and wor- 
shipped Him, and presented unto Him gifts, gold, 
frankmcense, and myrrh, the productionB of their 
country, in token of their thankfulness to Gtod. And 
do you not think, my dear children, that we ought 
also to be very thankfiil to Gbd for such a Saviour, 
and be glad to confess Him before all men? 

But the wicked spirit of envy caused great sorrow, 
as the good Spirit of God caused great joy, to all 
nations. Por many murders — most dreadM and 
unnatural murders — ^were committed by the wicked 
Herod, who sent forth and slew aU the children that 
were in Bethlehem, from two years old, down to the 
infants at the breast, thinking to slay Jesus. But God 
took care of Him. 

The spirit of envy is a very wicked spirit, my dear 
children — a lustful, lying, and deceitful spirit — a 
murderous, and unholy, passionate, and vindictive 
spirit, ever offended at the truth, and cannot bear it. 
Cruel in the extreme — artful in the extreme. Never 
give way to such a spirit whenever you find him 
attacking you, or prompting you to violence or deceit. 
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.1 

■ 

Love God and Has commandments ; all which are com- 
prehended in this one, "Love one another" : for if we 
do not love one another, whom we daily see, how can 
we love God whom we do not see ? Love has no envy 
in it, but is glad, and rejoices in good. 

Be thankful to God for the birth of Jesus Christ, 
and love one another. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

It. C. 

Whilst Thou, Jesus, wast a stranger, 
And for Thy cradle had'st a manger : 
We ne'er should deem ourselyes forlorn, 
That we are poor and lowly bom. 



# 



LETTER y 



Mt Dbab Ghildben, 

Yoir say, in the form of Belief that 
you have heen taught, that Jesus 

" Suffered under Pontius Ft'late,** 

His sufferings, under the very eye of Pontius Pilate, 
were many: but the particular meaning of this pas- 
sage is that He suffered death under him, or by his 
order. We read in Matthew, chap, xxvii, ver. 1, 2 : 
" When the morning was come (that is, the morning 
after His agony in the Gkrden of Gethsemane, and 
after He had been led to the High Priest's palace, 
where He was buffetted and spit upon), all the chief 
priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put Him to death : And when they had 
bound Him, they led Him away, and delivered Him 
to Pontius Pilate the governor." We read also in 
the 3rd chapter of St. Luke : " Now in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius CsBsar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor of Judea — " So you see' that the 
Governor here spoken of was the Governor of Judea. 
Pontius Pilate was appointed to that post by Tiberius 
GsBsar, the Emperor of lU)me. 



32 THE UNION child's BELIEF. 

The Jews had been brought under subjection to the 
Eoman sway, and acknowledged no king but Caesar ; 
and even their High Priest had no power to kill 
Jesus, except by the permission or order of Pontius 
Pnate, the Governor of Judea. They, therefore, deli- 
vered Him up for judgment to the Eoman Gbvemor, 
who could find no manner of fault in Him. He could 
not understand His offence. Even the witnesses whose 
testimony was given against Him did not agree to- 
gether. ^^ He "knew that for envy (hey had delivered 
Etm,'* Such was the spite they had against their 
dearest Friend — against One who had done them 
nothing but good — that they desired a notorious robber 
then in custody to be set at liberty, and that Jesus 
should be crucified. It was in vain for Pilate to ask, 
" 5^y, tvhat evil hath He done ? They only cried out 
the more, saying, Let JSim he crucified, . . So when 
he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be cru- 
cified." (Matt, xxvii, 23, 26.) 

Tou understand then, my dear children, what is 

meant when you say, "He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate." He suffered under his authority, and by his 

•order. But let us only look a little further, and see 

what He suffered: 

" Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the common hall, and gathered unto Him the whole 
band of soldiers. And they stripped Him, and put 
on Him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted 
a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a 
reed in His right hand : and they bowed the knee 
before Him, and mocked Him, saying. Hail, King of 
the Jews I And they spit upon Him, and took the 
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reed, and smote Him on the head. And after that 
they had mocked Him, they took the robe off from 
Him, and put His own raiment on Him, and led Him 
away to crucify Him. . . And they crucified Him, 
and parted His garments, casting lots : that it might 
be Mfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They 
parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
did they cast lots." 

Now, my dear children, do you not think that it 
was very wicked of those people to crucify Jesus? 
It was a very painfiil thing to bear to be treated 
in the way He was for no offence, and then to be 
crucified — ^that is, to have His feet pierced through 
and nailed to a beam, and the palms of His two 
hands nailed to a cross beam, and then to be set 
up as a spectacle to all the cruel Jews, and even to 
be reviled and taunted when placed thereon. 

My dear children, this was your Gbd who was so 
treated* Yes, He was that very God whom I wrote 
to you about in a former letter, who took upon Himself 
the form of man, and consented to be crucified. He 
who could have destroyed aU the wicked then, and will 
destroy them soon if they will not love Him for this 
very suffering, and will not love one another because 
Jesus loved us. Yes, very soon will He come and 
destroy them all. But Jesus prayed even upon the 
cross. "Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do." 

But you believe that Jesus there died upon the 
cross. And why ? Because you read, Matt, xxvii, 60 : 
"Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the Ghost." Ho ^aa MJci'ea. ^'^'^. 
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K you read a little farther you will see : " When 
the even was come, there came a rich man of Ari- 
mathea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesos' 
disciple. He went to Pontius FUate, and begged the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body 
to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid 
it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in 
the rock : and he rolled a great stone to the door of 
the sepulchre, and departed." (Ver. 57 — 60.) 

Upon these grounds you believe that Jesus " Suf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried." Ah, my dear children, these things may 
well startle and astonish you. Many thousands, aye, 
many millions of books have been written upon these 
things; and I pray God that, amidst many others, 
these Letters may be the means, under His Divine 
blessing, of keeping alive among you a spirit of j^iety, 
that when you repeat your Belief, either in public 
or in private, you may understand some of the plain 
and simple grounds upon which you do believe. 

I remain, 

Your affectionate Friend, 

H>. C. 

'Neath Pontius Pilate wast Thou slain, 
Didst die, and in the tomb wast lain, 
That we from sin and death should be 
For eyer and for ever free. 
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LETTER VI. 



My Deab Childeen, 

The word Sell is sometimes meant 
merely to denote the grave, or place of the departed ; 
and at other times the place of the damned, or 
wicked, who go into endless misery and wretchedness. 
When we say that Christ descended into hell, we of 
course do not mean that He descended into the place 
of endless misery and torment. "No : because we 
know that He commended his spirit into the hands of 
His Heavenly Father, whom He knew would take it 
into Paradise. ** Father, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit: and having said thus. He gave up the 
Ghost." (Luke xxiii, 46.) Moreover, to the penitent 
thief upon the cross He said, " To-day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise." (Luke xxiii, 43.) Therefore, 
my dear children, we do not mean that Christ descended 
into the place of the wicked ; but that his body went 
into the grave, and His soul to that place of departed 
spirits, whereunto the truly penitent children of Gk)d 
depart. That is a paradise compared with this vale 
of misery and tears, though not the place of perfect 
happiness which we hope to enter when Gbd shall 
raise our bodies &om the dead, new and holy, pure 
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and spotless, even like His own which God raised up : 
which will form the subject of another Letter. 

It was prophesied by David, king of Israel, in the 
16th Psalm and 10th verse : '* Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell ; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One 
to see corruption." This, St. Peter, in the 2nd chapter 
of the Acts of the holy Apostles, interprets of Christ 
in these words : " Men and brethren, let me freely 
speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both 
dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto 
this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins according to the flesh, He would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne ; he seeing this 
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that His 
soul was not left in hell, neither His flesh did see 
corruption." 

lyTow, if His soul did not remain in hell, neither 
His flesh did see corruption, the former must have 
risen out of the place it went to, and the latter out 
of the grave. And they could not have so risen 
without having gone there; therefore, my dear 
children, we may truly say, that " Christ descended 
into heU." 

There is a hell from which Christ never will release 
the wicked. If we do not, in this life, turn away 
from all our wickedness, and become the children of 
Grod, and in meekness and gentleness follow the Lord, 
by taking up the profession of the cross — that is, 
beHeving in Christ, and loving Christ, and also one 
another — we sheill go into outer darkness, where there 
is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
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But Christ died that we might all be set £ree from 
wickedness : th$t we might become dead imto sin, and 
alive unto righteousness. Therefore, my dear children, 
you cannot too early begin to learn to govern your- 
selves, to deny yourselves, and to watch your own 
little souls lest they be betrayed into sin; either 
sins of the lip, sins of the eye, sins of the mind, or 
sins of the heart. For God looks upon our hearts; 
He knows our minds; He sees us all; He hears us 
all. 

Therefore, dear children, let us repent of every idle 
word we have spoken, and of every thing we have 
done offensive to Him, and let us return to the Lord 
of love, who will give us grace to think, and speak, 
and act better, through faith in Jesus Christ, who said 
to the penitent thief upon the cross, " This day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise." 

I remain. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

R. C. 

Down into hell Thou didst descend, 
Jesus, our then departed Friend ; 
That we, irom hell's most deadly gloom 
Beleased, might haye a happier home. 
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LETTEE VII. 



My Deab Childeen, 

So beautiMly conclusive of Christ's 
rising on the third day is the language of the apostle 
Paul in 1 Cor. xv, that I cannot help pointing it out to 
your little minds, that you may receive it as one of the 
greatest truths of the gospel. This chapter is indeed 
altogether conclusive of His resurrection and our resur- 
rection, and to the pious hearts of good men, who are 
children of God, only a little older than yourselves, 
carries conviction and consolation of the purest kind. 
But I wish you to have a direct proof that Christ 
a/rose again the third day, I refer you, then, to the 
words of the apostle, whose testimony I consider is 
the best I can give you, because he affirms it upon 
the warranty of Scripture : 

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand. By which also ye 
are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered 
unto you, first of all, that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
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and that Se was huried, and that He rose again the third 
dayy according to the Scriptures'^ 

Here, my dear cliildren, is express proof that 
" Christ died, and was buried, and rose again the third 
day," and in full accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
that is, with those Holy Writings in which the prophets, 
and scribes, and inspired men of old had declared 
it should be so. 

Job had said (xix, 23 — 27) : " Oh ! that my words 
were now written; oh, that they were printed in a 
book ! That they were graven with an iron pen and 
lead in the rock for ever! For I know that my 
Eedeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth : and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 
"Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another; though my reins be con- 
sumed within me." This was a very early declara- 
tion of the resurrection; and we read in Matthew 
that, at the death of Jesus, " The graves were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and 
came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went 
into the holy city, and appeared unto many." "We 
have no doubt but that Job also, as well as our- 
selves, shall see God; yes, in our flesh, though 
after our skin worms destroy our body; for our 
bodies shall rise from the dead incorruptible, and we 
shall he changed. 

My dear children, why it should appear a thing 
incredible that God should raise the dead, as some 
people have thought, or may think, I cannot tell. 
Nothing is impossible 'vnth God, and nothing that 

3 
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he has once said shall be, can ever fail to be accom- 
plished. 

Our dear little brothers and sisters whom we loved, 
and who loved us, though they have been parted from 
us (as early fruits last the shortest time after they 
are ripe), shall not precede us, who have to be stored 
as winter fruit, to ripen after the summer heats and 
autumnal gathering : we shall be at last ripened like 
them. Only, my dear children, let us love one another ; 
and, as risen by faith with Christ, let us seek those 
happy things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of God. There let our affections 
be purified, and, as brothers and sisters, so let us 
walk in love. You hear me often say at church, 
" Dearly beloved brethren "; do you think when I say 
so I do not include you as well as those who are 
advanced in years? Are not you a portion of the 
congregation of the church which is made up of 
children of all ages ? It is in the Lord that we are 
brethren and sisters ; and children are as dear to that 
Lord, who said, ** Suffer little children to come unto 
nie, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of God," as we are. 

The Lord loves us all, for He is love. Let us 
take care that we do not offend Him ; but remember 
His commandments, and especially that we " Love one 
another.*' 

Your affectionate Friend, 

£>. C* 

Death could not hold Him ; He arose 
And triumphed o'er His beaten foes, 
That we might rise and seek aboTe 
The happiness of life in loTe. 
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LETTJIR VIII. 



My Deae Childben, 

If we believe in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ we must also believe, upon the same grounds, 
that S$ ascended into heaven. Our Lord said to His 
disciples, " I go to prepare a place for you ; and if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you unto myself, that where I am there ye 
may be also." (John xiv, 2). This was Mfilled in 
part by our Lord's ascension, and we must all look 
for the fulfilment of the latter part, and by loving Him 
now, and keeping His commandments, and loving one 
another, be preparing ourselves fpr that awiul bnt 
happy time for us if we believe in Him imto the end. 

You will find a very brief description of our Lord's 
ascension in the 24th chapter of St. Luke, 49th, 50th, 
and 61st verses : "Behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high. And 
He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted 
up His hands and blessed them. And it came to pass, 
while He blessed them. He was parted &om them, and 
carried up into heaven." 
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This, my dear children, is a little more fully ex- 
plained in the 1st chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, 
8th verse, wherein the disciples are represented as 
assemhled with Jesus upon Mount Olivet : " When 
they therefore were come together, they asked of 
Him, saying. Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel? And He said unto 
them. It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power. 
But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you ; and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
And when He had spoken these things, while they 
beheld. He was taken up ; and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly 
toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also said. Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven." 

You do not doubt then, my dear children, that 
Jesus ascended into heaven. You say that you believe 

** JSis sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty y 

St. Mark expressly says, chap, xvi, ver. 19 : 
" So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them. 
He was received up into heaven, and sat on the 
right hand of God." It would be quite sufficient to 
quote this one passage to prove our Lord's ascension 
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into heaven, and that He sat down on the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, but St. Peter tells us (1 Peter 
iii, 22), that " Jesus Christ is gone into heaven, and is 
on the right hand of God ; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto Him." 

Our hearts, my dear children, if duly affected by 
our belief in these things, will cleave closely unto 
God, who is love. In love He is now preparing 
heavenly places for us, where we shall all meet to- 
gether if we continue in love, and try and esteem 
others better than ourselves. 

A child's heart can love God quite as warmly as 
a man's heart; and the more it does so, the more it 
will grow in grace, and the wiser it will become. 
Though you are Union children, you can love God 
quite as well as those who are more highly favoured 
in this world, and your souls are as dear to God. 

Mind your good instructors, and believe me. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

H>. C. 

He then ascended up on high, 
And captive led captivity : 
That we with Him might soon ascend, 
And live in world without an end. 
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LETTEE IX. 



My Deae Children, 

If God in His infinite mercy will permit 
me to teach you to put your trust in Him, to call 
upon Him, and to praise His holy name, tiien you 
need not be afraid to look forward to the happy time 
when He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
But Jesus, who permits us, nay commands us, to love 
one another here, will be our Judge hereafter. St. 
John says, chap, v, ver. 22 : *' The Father judgeth 
no man, but has committed all judgment unto the 
Son/' 

"We find in the Acts of the Apostles, chap, x, ver. 
4 : ** He commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is He which was ordained to be 
the Judge of quick and dead." 

The quick, my dear children, are they who are 
quickened, as I hope you are, by His "Word of Life, 
and are alive at His second coming. But we shall not 
precede the dead to judgment, for all shall appear 
before Him, that they may receive their reward for 
the deeds done in the body. 
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Our brothers and sisters shall all appear with us. 
Oh ! let us all he mindful of that day, and let us put 
a check upon all wicked thoughts, and especially never 
suffer them to break out into wicked deeds. "We none 
of us can tell when Christ will come to judgment ; 
but we are all to keep in a state of watchfulness for 
that event. We are to possess our souls in patience. 
We are to improve them in every way we can, but 
always with that loving object in view — the coming of 
Him to whom we shall have to give account. 

We should endeavour all we can to keep a teachable 
and humble disposition. If we meet with those 
who are violent, do not let them provoke us to 
violence. Let us be patient, and put our trust in 
God, who will deliver us in due time from all persecu- 
tions. 

But always, my dear children, speak the truth, and 
do not be afiraid so to do. We do not need to offend 
any one intentionally, but let us never be fearful of 
men. Let us avoid all personal feelings of disrespect 
as much as we can. Let us be honest and cleanly; 
always conscious that God is in our hearts, and quickly 
tells us there, when an enemy to our peace comes 
upon us. 

My dear children, in the private chambers of your 
little souls, learn to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart. I^ever doubt His love to you. He always 
encourages children to come unto Him. He loves to 
see them happy, cheerful, and thankful, diligent and 
attentive, and ever uses the most loving methods of 
instruction. 

Be watchful, then, against evil, and keep your little 
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feet steadfast in the worship of God, wherever you 
may be. 

And may God be with you always, even imto the 
end. 

Your affectionate Priend, 

R. C. 

Thou Jesus soon our Judge wilt be, 
cleanse us from impiety, 
Thy "Word of love to us impart, 
"Write Thou Thyself upon our heart 
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LETTEE X. 



My Dear Childeex, 

This Letter is concerning the ''Holy 
Ghost." Now, it you, or any one, be taught to say, 

'* I believe in the Soly Qhontj^* 

those who teach you to say so should be able to tell 
you why, and wherefore, and how you are to believe 
therein. "We read in the 19th chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, verse 2, that in the early days of Christi- 
anity there were certain disciples, who, although they 
believed in Jesus, had not so much as heard whether 
there was an Holy Ghost. They were asked this 
question : " Unto what then were ye baptized ? And 
they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, 
John verily baptized with the baptism of repent- 
ance, saying unto the people, that they should believe 
on Him which should come after him, that is, on 
Jesus Christ." 

IN'ow, the last words of Jesus to His disciples, as 
recorded by St. Matthew, chap, xxviii, ver. 19 — 20, 
were : " Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : Teaching them to 
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observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you : 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world." 

Children must, as well as men, be taught many 
things in the early stages of their learning, which 
maturity of years, and judgment, can alone make more 
fully comprehensive. " When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child ; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things." So, children, as you grow in grace you will 
see more and more the beauty of God's great works, 
and the holiness of that greatest of all works, the 
salvation of your souls by Jesus Christ. 

You were baptized " in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"; and my 
former Letters have been concerning the Father 
Almighty, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Now 
we come to the consideration of the Holy Ghost ; and 
there is something so mysterious and fearful attached 
to the sacredness of His name, that we had need, my 
dear children, be very careful how we speak of Him; 
for our blessed Saviour says: "Whosoever speaketh 
a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 
him : but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven." 

Let us, then, be mindful that we do not ever 
ridicule, or speak lightly or slightingly of sacred things, 
especially of the Word of God ; for all Scripture is 
given to us by the inspiration of God. Our blessed 
Lord speaks of the Holy Ghost as the Comforter, in 
the 14tii chapter of St. John's Gospel, verse 26, as, " The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
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will send in my name, HE shall teach yon all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said nnto you." 

Until the Holy Ghost came upon the disciples on 
the day of Pentecost (that is the fiftieth day after the 
Passover — a memorable day in the Jewish Church, 
because of the delivery of the Law — ^the fiftieth day 
after their forthcoming from Egypt, and now memo- 
rable to us because of the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Apostles in the shape of Cloven Tongues of 
Pire, after the mighty rushing wind which filled the 
house where they were sitting), they did not fully 
understand the Scriptures, nor receive nor derive that 
comfort from them which they were to give to others, 
namely, the joy and peace in believing in the salva- 
tion of God. 

The Holy Ghost brought miraculous gifts in the first 
ages of the Christian Church, because they to whom 
He came required them. The first teachers of Chris- 
tianity, the disciples, were unlearned men ; they had 
neither time nor opportunity to have learnt all the 
languages of the knovm world; but, on the day of 
Pentecost, there were at Jerusalem devout men from 
all the nations of the earth. So God chose to give the 
miraculous gifts of tongues to the disciples, by which> 
in an instant, they had the power to speak in any 
language the wonderfiil works of God. 

The gifts of the Holy Ghost are not the less con- 
spicuous in all the world, because not now so sudden 
and miraculous. Por, no one can come to the know- 
ledge of Jesus being the Lord of heaven and earth, 
but by the Holy Ghost. Wicked spirits may know 
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Him, but without the Holy Spirit of God, they can 
never derive comfort and consolation in this knowledge. 
The Holy Ghost, my dear children, is still that 
enlightening and enlivening Spirit by whom we under- 
stand the Truth. He it is who comforts your little 
hearts with the hope of God*s forgiveness for your 
many perversenesses — your many sins, when, conscious 
of them, you tell them to God, and ask His mercy and 
pardon through the blood of Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for you. Oh ! that the Holy Ghost may ever 
be your Comforter. "Walk in Him. He will give 
you wisdom ; He will sanctify and cleanse your heart 
from all ill-nature, all evil speaking, all lying, all 
selfishness, pride, and wickedness. He will protect 
you through all your years, keep you in peace, and 
make all things work together for your good. He 
will give you power to discern between truth and 
deception ; and will make you take heed to the thing 
that is right, that the peace of God may be with 
you. May He grant that these Letters may be a 
comfort to you, if only to remind you that, after our 
decease, we shall meet again in a world of everlasting 
happiness, through faith in Him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead, and who will likewise raise us up 

at the last. 

Believe me, 

Your affectionate Priend, 

!R« C« 

Comforter, most Holy Ghost, 
Convey the "Word to every coast ; 
That every child may truth receive, 
And by Thine aid that truth believe. 
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LETTER XT. 



My Dear Children, 

You say you believe in 
*'The Iloly Catholic Church^ 

Now, here are two terms, ** Holy " and " Catholic," 
applicable to the term or thing called the " Church.'* 
By a ** Church," is sometimes, in our day, meant a 
building so ctdled, wherein we assemble ourselves to 
worship God. But this is not the real meaning of the 
" Church " in which you are called upon to believe. 
You yourselves come to Church, but you would not 
believe that building to be the "Holy Catholic 
Church." The word " Holy " I need not explain to 
you. The word " Catholic," which has been so often 
applied to a particular Church, means no particular 
Church, but, as the word really signifies, "Universal." 
As if you had said, " I believe in the Holy Universal 
Church " ; a term significant of every body of sincere 
believers in Christ Jesus, where God's Holy Word 
and Sacraments are duly observed and kept. 

One particular Church has assumed, upon one par- 
^ticular text of Scripture, to be the only Catholic 
4 
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Church, and has taken the words of St. Matthew, 
chap, xvi, ver. 18: "Thou art Peter, and upon this 
Rock will I build my Church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.*' So they argue that 
upon St. Peter the Church of Christ is built. But, 
my dear children, you, who are taught to read your 
Bibles, may very soon see the impiety of asserting 
that God's Church is built upon the name of Peter, 
Paul, ApoUos, or any apostle whatsoever distinctively. 
You are not baptized in the name of Peter, Paul, or 
ApoUos — ^men, indeed, endowed with the highest gifts 
of the Spirit of Divine Grace, and the foundera, indeed, 
of many churches in the world — but not churches in 
which their names should be worshipped, for they 
themselves would be dreadfully shocked at the idea 
of such a thing. 

If you look at the few verses preceding this declara- 
tion of our Lord, you will see that there was a dispute 
concerning whom men thought Christ to be. " Some 
say. Thou art John the Baptist: some Elias; and 
others, Jeremias ; or one of the prophets. He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye that I am ? And Simon 
Peter answered and said. Thou art the Christ, the 
son ctf the living God. And Jesus answered and said, 
Blesfed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven." 

Here, then, is the Rock upon which Christ's Church 
is built, namely, the revelation of God the Father in 
His Son Jesus Christ ; and Peter, who was called to 
know Christ by the will of the Father, by His revela- 
tion, by His Spirit, was not made to know this by any 
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revelation of flesh and blood, but by the power of God. 
The Church of Christ, that is, the Holy CathoKc 
Church, is built upon this Eock — " Jesus Christ Him- 
self being the chief comer stone " ; and the apostles, 
prophets, saints, and martyrs, and the whole body of 
universal believers forming the Holy CathoKc Church, 
are built upon that Rock of Divine Revelation. 

The apostle Paul, writing to the Ephesians (chap. 
ii, ver. 18 — 22), beautifully and graphically describes 
the Church in these words : ** Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of Grod; and 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Comer 
Stone ; in whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord : In whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit." 

So, my dear children, I hope you will not only 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church, but learn to look 
upon yourselves, all of you, as a part of that Church, 
and love the Head of that Church, Jesus Christ, and 
keep His commandments. 

Believe me, 

Your affectionate Friend, 

R. C. 

Preserye Thy Church, most Holy Lord, 
Believing in Thy blessed "Word, 
That we Thy bridal day may see, 
And be for ever blest with Thee. 
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LETTER XII. 



My Dkak Childken, 

The Communion of Saints simply means 
that oneness, or fellowship, which persons of holy- 
minds, and sincere belief in Jesus, have one with 
another. Two persons believing the same truth, and 
loving the same truth, have communion together in 
that truth. If we believe in God as He really is — 
pure, perfect, and holy Love, —we cannot so believe in 
Him, and walk in that belief, without having com- 
munion of spirit one with another. As the apostle 
John says: **That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellow- 
ship with us ; and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these 
things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 
This then is the message which we have heard of 
Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth : but if we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
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another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin." (1 John i, 3, 7.) 

So, my dear children, let us continue in Christ 
Jesus, and walk in the light of His love ; let us look 
upon Him as our Pather, Mother, and Eriend; and 
knowing that in Him we are bom again to the hope 
of a brighter and a happier world than this, let us 
continue to sing our Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs in our hearts, when we meet together at Church, 
or whenever we can. 

We have a communion with all who think as we 
do. We enjoy the converse with those whom we love, 
and love us ; and the more enlightened and enlivened 
our conversation is, the happier and the holier our 
hearts will always be. I have communion with you 
in these Letters ; because I think, whilst I write 
them, that some of you will read, understand, and 
enjoy them. And when we repeat the form of our 
Belief in Church together, we shall, perhaps, com- 
prehend the meaning of what we speak more perfectly, 
because of this explanation. At all events, I have 
this communion of thought with you that, if we love 
each other, we shall worship God, and live together 
for ever. 

Believe me. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

K. C, 

All saints of light communion have 
With Him who came our souls to save ; 
That every sister, every brother. 
In Jesus might love one another. 
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LETTER XIII. 



My Deae Children, 

This is one of the most delightful and 
happy blessings which we can here experience on this 
side the grave. " Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." 
(Rom. iv, 7, 8.) 

Who are they, my dear children, who are they? 
You ; yes, you are they if you believe in Jesus Christ 
as the Being who taught us to say in the Lord's Prayer y 
** Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that 
trespass against us." The Lord will not impute sin 
to those who believe that Jesus Christ came on purpose 
to seek and to save us who were lost. You were 
baptized for the remission of your sins, and that you 
might learn to walk with God in that blessed and 
happy state of forgiveness, than which there cannot 
be a greater boon to mankind. You must indeed, my 
dear children, have very heavy hearts, and be very 
unhappy, unless you learn to know Him, "in whom 
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace." (Eph. i, 7.) 
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Children require God's lorgivoncBs of their little 
sins, as well as men do of their p:roat ones ; and the 
sooner children Icam to commune with their youii{; 
hearts upon their ways before God, and to aak Kis 
pardon more than man's pardon, the sooner will they 
begin to hiy up treasure in heaven. Do not ])o afniid 
to do so, dear children, for, though you urcj i)()()r, sine! 
must learn to earn your daily br(»id, not having any 
fortune or parents to depend upon, your IHuivcinly 
Father sees you, has pity upon you, and will nev(^r 
forsake you if you do not forget or forsake llim. 
Those children who grow up in the world, and hnw. 
watchful parents over them, tmd have a longer and 
a more learned education, are generally employed by 
God for the benefit of the more ignonmt and Ichs 
apparently fortunate. If you learn to be faithful in 
your little, God will give you a greater trust here- 
after. 

Jesus Christ said : " Sufibr the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein. And He took them up 
in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed 
them." He so blesses you, my dear children, with the 
arms of His mercy. ^ 

I must beg of you not to deceive yourselves with 
the idea that you have no sins to repent of, or to be 
forgiven. You may not have so many as an older 
person, or as I have; but all sin is hateful to God, 
whether in a child's soul or a man's soul, and the 
precious blood of that Saviour who took us when 
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children into the arms of His mercy, can alone procure 
for us the pardon of all our sins. We must not 
continue in them; we must grow in grace, as we 
increase in years, until we come to that state of per- 
fect charity which casts out all fear. 

When I have lost any of you my little brothers 
and sisters, I have not forgotten you. Many among 
you shall I meet again in heaven, whom I cannot 
expect to see here much longer. Yet shall I never 
forget you, nor the many times we have gone together 
to church, sung together, prayed together, and spake 
our Belief together. Our love can never die, since 
it is founded in mutual prayer for, and with, each other, 
and in the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ who is to be 
our Judge. We shall then receive that pardon and 
forgiveness in perfection, which now we receive only 
by faith, and with many sorrows for our many faults. 

But do not doubt — hope in the Lord, and cleave 
to His righteousness ; step by step go up the ladder, 
leaving this wicked world behind you, until you 
arrive at the happy rest where many of our brothers 
and sisters are waiting for us. 

Believe me, 

Your affectionate Friend, 

Bf. C 

The joy of earth, the joy of heaven, 
Is here, and there, to be forgiven ; 
Grant, Lord, that each may bo forgive, 
We here and there iDay love and live. 
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LETTER XIV. 



My Deab Chudben, 

This may seem to you, as it does to 
millions older than yourselves, and has done to millions 
upon millions, a mystery — an incomprehensible 
mystery. 

Yet I might ask, in the language of St. Paul (Acts 
xxvi, 8): " Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise the dead? " All things 
are possible with God. The most impossible things, 
which men imagine to be so difficult they never can 
take place, are not only possible, but very easy, with 
God. Can any of you tell how the seed grows in the 
earth ? the exact operations of the sun, seasons, mois- 
ture, and qualities of things ? No. You know that, if 
com be put into the* earth, it must undergo a great 
change, or it cannot bring forth fruit. So the seed of the 
Word of God, planted in your little hearts now, must 
thrust aside many clods, and hard lumps of naturally 
strong perversions, before it can flourish in you, and 
bring forth the fruit of a holy life. It must be by little 
and little that you grow in grace, before you come to 
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the measure of a perfect Christian, and Christ bo formed 

within you, so as to enable you to say, "7b me to live 

is Christ, and to die is gain^ Our Saviour says : 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming and 

now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Hon 

of God; and they that hear shall live." "Marvel not 

at this, for the hour is coming in the which all that aro 

in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; 

they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, 

and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 

damnation." 

Now, my dear children, we have all done evil, much 

evil, in the sight of Gk)d. But we must learn to leave off 
that evil, to forsake it, whatever it is, abhor it, and escape 
fipom it. I know not what evil thoughts, evil actions, or 
wicked words, you may have been guilty of; but I 
know that a gi'eat many self-deceivers are in the world, 
and all are bom so, who grow up very covetous in 
their habits, and conceal their wickedness in their own 
breasts, and yet think themselves very good. Do not 
be deceived ; my dear children, the law of God said at 
the first, " Thou shalt not covet " ; and it says now, 
" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." (John 
ii, 15—17.) 

Now the will of Gk)d is this that we may do, and 
never be mistaken; we may love one another, that 
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is, respect one another, be kindly affectionate to each 
other, wish each other well, and do good to each 
other. When we are passionate, when we are covetous, 
when we hate one another, the devil only is with 
ns; and we do his will, for he prompts anger, he 
prompts tyranny, he prompts covetonsness, hatred, 
selfishness, all of which things we must resist in our 
hearts, and pray Gk>d to take them away from ns, or we 
never can be happy. When we give our minds to a 
thing, the difficulties are overcome, step by step ; and 
the way is made easy, and at last loved, because it 
is so pleasant. 

So, when Jesus, who is the love of God to 
man, is listened to, we begin to love Him, and at 
last to look for Him, to think of the happy time 
when we shall see Him who alone can help us out 
of our infirmities, and make us acquit ourselves as 
men in His service. As, my dear children. He is 
the Resurrection and the Life, and whosoever believes 
in Him shall never die — that is, shall never suffer 
eternal death, but be joyful and glad in Him, now and 
for ever — let no superstitious fear come upon you. 
Fear God and speak truth : desire good and hate evil. 
Worship God, who is love, holiness, and Hgbt; and 
hate the devil, who is darkness, maliciousness, envy, 
and wickedness. 

God grant, my dear children, that you may under- 
stand what it is to be His servant, and to do His 
will, by being patient, humble, and yet lively, thank- 
ful, honest, and industrious ; never rebellious, always 
attentive, sober, cleanly, and contented. God grant 
we may all meet in glorified bodies, like that of Jesus, 
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and be liappy in holiness with each other for ever, 
in the joyful resurrection. 

BeHeve me, 

Your affectionate Friend, 

R. C. 

Soon shall we hear the Archangel sound, 
And then from earth we all shall hound ; 
The trumpets hlast shall raise the dead, 
And never more shall hlood be shed. 
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LETTER XV. 



My Deab Childeen, 

Everlasting Life is the gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ, unto every child, and every 
man, and every woman, who can and will receive it. 
"We say that we believe in 

" The Life everhsting,^ 

that is, after the dissolution and the resurrection of 
our bodies, that we shall live for ever with Jesus. 
It was, indeed, for this very purpose, that God gave 
his only begotten Son, " That whosoever believeth in 
Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
(Johniii, 16.) 

When Jesus raised up Lazarus, He gave proof of 
His being the Resurrection and the Life. His own 
words were : " I am the Eesurreotion and the Life : 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live; and whosoever Hveth and believeth 
in me shall never die. BeHevest thou this?" (John 
xi, 25.) 

What encouragement, my dear children, is this 
5 
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What encouragement for us to place all our hopes of 
present peace, pardon, and forgiveness in Jesus Christ ! 
Some would make the way to everlasting life so 
difficult, as even to deny you the opportunity, in your 
childhood, of learning to believe or to love the Lord 
your God. We are quite sure that, if we instruct 
you unto life eternal, Gk)d will take care that you 
shall want no manner of thing that is good. He 
feeds the young ravens that call upon Him; and 
not a sparrow can fall to the ground without His 
permission. Be assured, my dear children, that no 
child of God, and inheritor of eternal life, can take 
any hurt here; for as St. Paul says (Eom. x, 8) : 
" The Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in 
thy heart : that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man beHeveth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him 
shall not be ashamed. For there is no di£ference 
between the Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved." 

This, my dear children, is a joyful declaration to us 
who confess with our mouths, and believe in our hearts, 
that God hath raised up Jesus from the dead that we 
shall be saved. 

Let us always persevere in this steady confession of 
our bdief in Jesus, and, though wicked and infidel men 
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may doubt whether we beKeve or not, let not their 
doubts of us disturb us, but let us be assured in our 
hearts that we do not doubt, but believe. 

That there are great mysteries revealed to us in our 
EeHgion, we shall discover as we grow in years ; and 
the more we search diligently, the greater the mystery is 
unfolded to us. Let us, dear children, believe unto 
righteousness in all things, and when you say, "Amen," 
that is, " 80 he tY," let your hearts say, ** Gk)d grant 
that my heart may so receive and understand the truth, 
that my unbelief may be changed into full belief, in 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

So, my dear children, I bid you an affectionate, but 
not a long farewell. 

Bclieye the Truth, and hold the doctrine fast 
Which hids you trust in Jesus — First and Last. 
Full many a snare the tempter lays to lure, 
And draw away your hearts from precepts sure. 
In Jesus, all affections, kind and good, 
Are given unto sinners through His blood : 
We, who were aliens, by nature wild, 
Are drawn to Jesus, good, and pure, and mild. 
Our Heavenly Father bids us honour here 
Our earthly parents, as for His sake dear ; 
Our Heavenly Father bids them here take care 
That we their nurture and their food should share. 
All Love is in the Father, to the Son, 
And Jesus has for us that Love so won, 
That we in Him, restored to life and grace. 
May hope to see Him, quickly, faof to fsice. 
Then learn, my children, to believe the Truth, 
And hold it firmly through your day of youth ; 
That when that Jesus shall from Heaven come. 
We all may then behold our happy Home. 

R.. C. 
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